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(1): 
A Seaſonable Expoſtulatory Letter; 
©. ſent from a —_ in- the 
| onourable Mem- 
ber of Parliament. | 


Per negligentiam mutatur flatus Reipublics, cam ad potoſtietes af. 
ſumuntur illi, qui preſentem jtatum non amant, © 


Sir, £ 
Shall not need(1I hope) to 4pollogize for:myTelfro y' 
J who have. Ons oe eta —at__ tomy eee 
fefled Principles, ever fince we were firſt acquainted 7 T 
amnone of thoſs chat are commonly called Se&aries', no 
Kingling, no Prote&orian , no _Ariffocratian; nor am 1 for 
a Coordinate Senate : Bur my judgement is (as pou very well 
know ). for a well regulated Popular Government; thar. 
good laws and orders { made by the peoples Reprefenta- 
tives in Parl:ament )'may rule and govern all ſorts of men, 
good and bad; And for the. two unhappy Interruptions of 
this famous Parhament,no man was more troubled and grie- 
ved chan, my ſelf; nor was wanting in my endeavours, 


Caccordin:s to my place and Int creff) tor reſtoring 'them to 


the exerciſe oftheirTruft,as theonely lawfull Supreans civil 
Authority of theſe Nations. Fe 
I muſt confeſle, Sir, that it-w<s the earneſt defire of 

ſoulte; That matters of difference might have been ſweerl 

corpofed (by the mediation of ſome diſcreet perſons) be- 
ewcen the Members of Perl:ament amdithe Officers of the 4r- 
my, ior rem-ving,or at leaſt aHaying thoſe exceeding great 
5ealoufies & heart-burnin*s, that vindidive rankor, & ex< 
aſperation of Spirit, which any man might obſerve to be in 
them one againſt another;and which,4t may well be feated' 
(notwithſtanding the Recellion of the Parliament } will pro< 
duce very ſad effe&s in this diftrated Eawud': For my own 


' Part,Sirgl was and am ſtill cenfidenc, That as the Army cotild' 


not ſubliſ: without this Parliament; fo neither can the Parliz- 
ment (ubliſt without the Armand their friends 8& adheretits: 
Irraas 3 A | And 


& it was my great fear,that 0 of yourOfficers & their 
adherents had on the one hand run themſelves & the three 
Nations into dangerous extreams; ſo ſome of their Oppoſites 
(being in power)would on the other hand(by their rafhnes 
and precipitancy )fall into extreams as dangerous,8 ſo dif- 
oblige thoſe ſtout and gallant men , who muſt either ſtand 
by them in time of need, orelſe they may ( for ought I 
know } ſhortly ruine themſelves, and that precious Cauſe, 
in which you and weare mutually Engaged. | 

Sir, If you confider the Spirit of the Nations,the Faions 
amongſt your ſelves; the ſtrength, combinations and de- 
ſignes of your enemies: The ſad divifions that are among 
good people throughout the three Nations ; the deſperate 
malignancy and infolency of mulcitudes in the*Ciry of Lot» 
don; The temper of moſt of the Common Souldiery (eſpe-- 
cially the Foot) how apt they are to be drawn away from 
their Obedience by money, and fair promiſes : If you du- 
ly conſider, Sir, what opinion generally the rye 1 have of 
you and thoſe that are in preſent Authority ; how much 
you are hated for your Selt-ſeekings , and Conferring the 
oreateſt places of profit and power on pour ſelves and your 
Relations, and how you will be much more hated, it you 
fit long and encreaſe thoſe burthens ( which are ſo heavy 
on the three Nations ) by creat Taxes and Leavies; you 
cannor, Sir, but ratienally conclude, that (the Cauſe which 
hath coſt ſo much Blood and Treaſnre being ſecued)much 
Lenity, Clemency, and Moderation ought to be exercifed 
towards thoſe RN men , who have engaged with you 
(from the firſt) in theſame Cauſe, and who lately(through 
the violence of Corruption and Temptation) have been 
led intounſafe and dangerous paths. | 

How many be chere among your ſelves (I pray you) 
that have not at onetime {or other warped from that good 
old Cauſe, and complied either with the old or new Cava- 
liers Did not moſt of you engage to be faithfull to the 
ProteQors, both Oliver and Richard, and uſe your endea- 
vours to izgratiate your felves with them, and yer when 
you had ſo done, you did what you could to pull them 
down, and-for this end made uſe of the Army ? 

Where will you have fit and meet Inftruments both in the | 


Councill 


| G3) | 

Conncill and: Camp, if you fly ſo high againſt your friends 
(whom: through paſlion and miſtakes you proſecuteasyour; 
greateſt — Is it poſlible for. you: to ſtand onely-on: 
youromn leggs? Are your Friends ſonumerous, chat you 
care not though you diſoblidge moſt of them ? Have. you 
ſo much intereſt 11 the Nations as to command them with 
a-nodd 2 Can you imagine, Sir, that the Royallifts will fighe 
for this Parliament, or that the (zentlemen of the long Robe, 
or tlinſe of the Presbyterian party will cordially adhere-:to: 
you, now that you diſcountenance-the Sefarzes ( asth 
are called ) not onely thoſe that have been unfaithfull co 
you, but generally all of them, though itis well known that 
among them there are many ſtout, diſcreecr, and faichfult 
men, without whoſe afliftance you cannot. in rational pro- 
babilicy ſettle, ſecurE, and mantain yonr Commen-wealth? 

Be not miſtaken Sir, forall your courting the Presbyteri= 
ans and ſomeQuondam Cavahers: App_n not yer, for-' 
gotten that Youand your Fellow-members did fic upon the 
death of their late Severarigne ; and that you poſſeſs a great 
part of the Kingsand Biſpops Lands purchaſed with the price 
of Blood (even the Debenters of the poor Souldiers) That 
you had a great hand in ſecluding the Major part of the 
Houſe of Commons, many of them being eminentPresbyterians,, 
which together with the late Vote of Parliament doth nova 
little exaſperate &enrage ther Spirits againſt you , as you 
may plainly ſee by their Nerrative, & the bitter ſpreading 
infe&tious books of Mr. Prin: They have nor yet forgotten 
the death of Mr. Love, the Impriſonment of Waller, Brown, 
Clutworthy and others; your high proceedings againſt ſome 
eminent Citizens of London, and grnerelly againſt the Preſ-! 
byterian Kirk-party both in England and Scotland: Aſſure 
yourſelf rhey watch but foran Op porengity to be revenged: 
on you, yea, the chiefeſt of you, for thoſe affronts and inju- 
ries which they have feceived from you ; What can. you 
expett bur ruine to your ſelves aſwell as your friends, if 
. you ſtrengthen the hands of Malignants;| Newters, Times. 
ſervers, and moſt of your profeſſed Enemies, & diſcourage: 
che hearts and weaken the hands of your Friends, thar are 
as nnich engaged againſt the Royal Intereſt, and for a Com- 
mon-wealth, as any men _ QO that paſſion and Ty" : 

2 


us. | 
I 
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| (4) | 
Atimoſities ſhould ſo blind men, as that they ſhould hazard 
che ruine of the Publique Intereſt, and cheLiberty and 
Safery of the people of God, rather than not om grnner- 4 
lay afide thoſe perfons, againft whom they are incenſed : 
You and we talk much of a Commer wealth, but if God doe 
not give you more of a. Publique ſpirit, and help you to de- 
ny yourſelves and your particular I#terefts and Animoſities, 
we may well fear, that inſtead of a right Common-wealthan 
' Oligarky, or Tyranny will beeſtabliſhed in a few perſons, 
who will continue themſelves in the greateſt places of power. 
both in the Council and Camp, which indeed is inconliſtene* 
with a trueCommor wealth,and will ina ſhort time make way. 
for an abſolute Monarchze ina ſingle perſon;whereunto the 
people will rather ſubmit themſelves, "than coa Tyranny 
ina few perſons; What doe they com: ly fay, but that 
the faGions and animoſties that are among you are ende- 
leſs, one Fa&tion endeavouring to ſupplent tanother; 'and 
every one ſtriving who ſhould be ehe greateſt, wherebFrhe 
Nations are in a manner Conſumed, and therefore they had 
; better be under one Prence, than under thirty or forty; This: 
Tt$tche general ſenſe and voxce of moſt men. 

How is it poflible, Sir, that a right Common-weatth ſhouid 
be ſetled andſecured in theſe Nations, fo long as Pride, 
Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Malice, Revenge, Bitterneſs of 
Spirit and Cruell heart-burnings bear ſway both in City 
and Country, and in your Cornſells, even in thoſe perſons 
that have engaged, prayed, and bled for the ſame Cauſe, 

Ga/.5.15. who now would deftroy one another, according to the 
® Je eta. Words of the Apoſtle, Tf ye biteand devour one another, take 
te, que nuts reed iye be not conſumed one of another. | 
{a virik- | It 18 an obſervation of L77278( that excellent Hiſtorian) 
TD —_— that the popular eſtate of Rome did never flouriſh more in 
= ©r4: qu Armes and Lawes, than in the tjmesof Papyrus Curſor, when 
mags nix- Magittrates and people did aboundiin vertues; * and truly 
« resRoma- the excellency ofa ( onmon-wealth is to be meaſuted by ver- 
"« quam xe, juſtice and integrity, and not by wealth and riches : 
pl rin fa But now alas, with us vices doe abound both in Magiſtrates 
ret, Tir. and people, and yet the Land isgenerally ipovertthed. 
Livi. Dec. SBedin, that wiſe Stateſman, ſpeaking ofche ruine of Com- 
menwea!ths (among other cauſes) mentioneth the 4 
| of- 


b-* 
| 


Ft (63 -: | 
-of tlie greater parrof che peopſe,andeheexcaliye nodal! 
Fome few:5 Theqnequadinfedofefhimrend bonomeg 
the A and gon —_ that _ __ coihmaends 
and the revenging of- paſt injuries; all which Sympeames 
and P>2ynſticks of raine (wich many more?) aremupon 1 pus 
and eve ayers cheſe things vo cy ghe 
to doe, bur when they aregor into power 'chey: ſup} 
their appoſites, and yer doe che ſame things* RA Corn 
were = by them (though peradventure underanother 
notion. : - WJ: ;'! EIT 22 
The Power and Soveraignty of Command: hath this /be- 
witching evill and miſchief in it, that oftentimes it zne» 
keth 'ofa' ſeeming good'man an evill, 'of an hymble'man. a 
Proud, of & mercrtult aan a Tyrant and of a wiſe man. s 
fool”, of avaliant man a coward : This we: may obſerve 
chroughout Hiſtory: Who governed che people bettevthan 
Nero for the firſt five years of ' his Raigt# ? and:that witked 
Tyrant Tyberius at firſt did ſo'bthave himſelf, as if he had 
been bur private man :'Beingby onecalled Lord; bd com- 
Mmanded the party that he ſhould call: him ſo:no more, fo 
humble this ; rm ſeemed to be ; And ſpeaking tothe Se- 
nate of Kome, T haw#'bai. this gootl-fortwne' Efaidhe) to have 
yor for my gratious Maſters) and ſolong as Tie Iwill acknowledge 


after they had well taſted of the'power of' Sowveraignty;: ſo 


"much doe the bononrs of this wor! Pehatige the meners of . 


men. it 2.912 
- Wereyou all of apublzyueSpirithumble8&unired your 
Counſels both-in the Parliament, Army &Navy,8 ſhould goe 


"hand in hand together in order toa-good' Settlement , -yer 


you would findita difficult work long toſecurethe cauſe 


 oftheCommon- wealth againſt the cotitmon-enemy by ſucceſ- 
five Parliaments, in regard of the Fitiouſneſs and corrupti- 


on borh of the ancient men and che'youth of theſe\nations 


'C who are dangerouſly leavened Wt of Tyranny 


and ſuperſtition Jhow' much more difticule will you tindit 


to be, if you'fall inco parties '8& fatitous among your ſelves, 


A 3  Impri 


you for.my good Lords : For a good\Prince (ſaid he) - waiſt not-on- 260 Gde:.* 
ly be a fervant to the Senate, butt alſo to all the-Citizens in gener#t, iv; and 
and oftentimes to every one 'of them in payticular. And yerweTacmus 
read not of two more cruell Tyrants, than thefe'two were ; 4nnats 


- (63 
Impriſoning, Confining, Supp ging one. another , ty the 
_ m—_—_— of thoſe that greedily gape after the ruine 
ef poualloo ©: ref nm 2 nh hs 4 257 MIR SET» 
Ns we ſay all truths are not fic to be ſpoken at all times, 
ſoneitherare allaftions ( that tend to the vindicating the 
priviledges' of Parliament ) to be doneAart all- times : Eve- 
ry thingis beautzfall-in its ſeaſon: ; You ſhould, puta diffe- 
rence(- as between a Church, ſo,) between-a Common-wealth 
that is conſtituting or ſerling, and a Common-wealth that 
is well Conftztuted or ſertled. Is there not much partiality 
among your ſelves? and ſhall we think that Fuſtrce-is pars 
tiall? Some men that were bigh Royalliſts and ProteForians, 
' arepur into places of great Truſt and Power, and others 
thar'were and are ſtill-high againſt che Royal and. Protedo.- 
rian Intereſt muſt be laid aſide with diſgrace and contempt 
enough; becauſe mn ſome things they have not-gone along 
with you(perbaps through miſapprehenfion or the violence 
of temptation ) though you may well confide in them,ha- 
ving had'much experience of their faithfulnes, not onely in 
-a&ing, bur alſo in ſuffering for the publique Cauſe and In- 
rereſt. | 
Peradventure Sir, thoſe among you, that are now ſo for- 
ward tocaft out their old-friends ( who are mutually inga- 
..ged with them againſt. the Koyall Intereſt ;may ſhortly defire 
their help and afliſtance when tis too late, being over-voted 
by Royaliſt and Ambodexters , who will be ready to ſhake 
hands with whatſoever js uppermoſt , be ir good or bad : 
Beſides is not this a ready way (I pray thinke on it in cold 
blood ) to make men.deſperate, and to put them upon dan- 
gerous Temptations 8& Deſigns that may hazard all? and 
-if this ſhould come to paſs, we may juſtly blame rhe raſhnes 
and indiſcretion ofſome hot ſpirirs amongſt you, as well as 
the unfaithfulneſs & inconſiancy of ſome ofcks Army-of- 


ficers. Believe it, Sr. thoſe men that can retire themſelves 
- eo their private dwellings( from publique TranſaGtions ) in 
ſuch a time as this, not contributing toth”.ruin of their na- 
tive Countrie, are the happieſt men living, while others by 
their paſſions & follies are ſetting three nations in a flame, 
and opening a wide door( though not intended by them p 
for a foreign enemy to come in, who (you may beſure)wi 


l 
be 


Pi. In none ngrm—e PET 
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"be moſt violent againft fuck © are pon the Stage,and have 
the greateſt power in their hatids. What ſhall yeſay! No 
ſooner are we delivered. from. cxnell men. thar'riſe uy © 
gainft us, bur weare ready to biteand devour one another, 
and every man vents his own paſſions and the rancor of his 
Spirit, and ſtill the Publique Intereſt is negſe&ed , which 
intimates to me that Gag will yer bringnpon_us a ſharper 
Rod, yea, and it may contitine feng? that at lengch 
we may be convinced of! be folly of our paſſions and divi- 
fions, and learn tolive in love and unity : We may becon- 
fident, Sir, that exlf this be in ſome meaſure accompliſhed 
(what ever ſome men imagine ordream of their modells 
of Government ) we ſhall ſee no good 'ſerrlement in this 
Land, nor will our Rights and Liberties ns-meii and Chri- 
ſtians be eſtabliſhed and ſecured. {OGG 

As for your ſelf, Noble Sir, | am perſwaded-that you are 
ſober and rational, ofa healing Spirit, not approving ex- 
treams either on the one hand or the other; Let me hum«- 
bly entreat you, yea, conjure you, by that love that vo 


bear to Chriſt and his people, coyour Native Country ani 
that precious Cauſe wherein '(with the firft ) you imba; 
qued your ſelf, to doe what yon can by your meekneſs and 
wiſdome to mollify and ſweeten the Spirits of your fellow- 
Members, that they may not continue'embittered/ and im- 
placable againſt thoſe honeſt men 'of whoſe affiſtance' you 
may ſhortly ſtand in great need, both as to'a Cvill and Mi- 
litary capacity. Remember Sir, that every Infirument is not 
fit for every work , _ miſcarriages ſhonld be paſſed by; 
rather than to hazard the peace of theſe Nations by put- 

ting a fair opportunity into the hands of your Enemies, 

Domeſtique 'and Foraign': -O that you could debate'the 
things wherein you differ with meekneſs of wiſdome, that 
Truth, Reafon and Juſtice, might take place and'be efta- 
bliſhed ! If the particulars of thisLetrer, ' or ſome of them 
be not taken into ſerious confideration, and that ſpeedily, 
I fear, that in ſtead ofa good ſettlement; you &'we ſhall be 
Involved in greater Diſtrations & Confuſjons;& that theſe 
are but the. beginnings of our ſorrows. ' Would to God 
that in this Caſe thoſe. rwo Hoxonrable perſons, Genera 

Monke and Vice-admiral Lawſon! (who I doubt not _ true 


y 


E-: 
_ wers of theix Native Cornery) would ſcaſonablyendea» 
vour by cheir Petitionyand Detires, that there might be a 
betrer widerſtandingand Keconcileation Among you, befor 
it be too lare; Thiis much in effe& they. haye, eclared an 
Wifog-orn in their feveral papers, and [truſt they will -nat 
e backward toperforme it; bur themſelves together wich 

others, will joy hearts .and hands in.promcting ſo good a 
work, wherein the peace of theſe Nations and the (afery.of 
all the people of God is ſo, much .cancerned.. Sir, 'L have been 
ſomewhat tedious in opening my heart t9.you, but as here- 
in the Glory of God and the good of my.N ative Country 
is my utmoſt aim; ſo Thope your Friendſhip and. Cantor 
will beat with my tediouſneſs and importunitie, and cauſe 
you toput a good conſtruftion on the paflages. of chis 


cer. The Lord (if it be his will ) unite you in your C ovmnſells, 
for the Glory of his Name, and the Publique good of theſe 
Nations. January 16. 1659. 


be os EI Poſt-Script. _ | 
I Tve me leave, Sir, to. pyt you in mind of twoor three grave 
KI Sentences of ſome Hiſtorians and: Philoſophers, 
Regnumquidem nomen, ſed non Regia poteſtas, Roma 
Fuir expulſa, &c. Livie. Though the name of King was explo« 
ded with alacrity, yet the Kingly power was {till retained in Rome 
with all art and ſutzilry, and ſhared under another. notion among, 
themſe{ves,. wbo were the great ones of the City, | 
Societatem iniere, equi! regererur in Repub, quoddiſe 
plicuifſet ulli e eribus, &c. Suetornins. 48-44 
Pompey, Caefar «nd Crailiis made @ bargain that nothing, 


ſrould le done in that Commonwealth that diſpleaſed any.onn of, 


them , and thus the Soveraignty wadifteſed of by a few potent. 
MEH, r a6] B77 : 
I Per negligentjam mutatur ftatusReip.cum ad poteſtates' 
aſlumancur4lli,quj preſenren ſtatum non amantz&c..drift, 
inPol 1b, « The form of aCon:1monwealth zx then altered:by neg= 
ligence, when thoſe men are $aken into power, which doe ndt cordi- 
«lly love the preſent eftabliſhment.  It''i« not: onely a right way toi 
preſerve 8 Commonwealth, to aveid thoſe thet hate it; but thoſe: 
#lſo areas much to be avoided that doe not love it, 
| | OHATS thc 
London, Printed by T, M. for the Author. 


